
Evidence #3- Resources 

 

This evidence represents: Professional Growth 

 

This Evidence Includes the Following Artifact’s: 

1. 2014-2015- Dane County Resource List 

2. 2015-2016 - Dane County Resource List 

3.  2016-2017 – Sauk County Resource List 

4.  2016-2017 – Website Creation  

 

Description of Evidence and Artifacts 
 

My goal was to research and document services/resources that are available for my students and families that 

would impact their learning and family life. 

 

Part of being a Head Start Teacher is creating relationships with your student’s families and this includes 

conducting home visits for each student. Although this can be a difficult process at times with reluctant families 

it also gave me important insights into my student’s home life and how that could be impacting their learning.  

 

With families that were open and welcoming to home visits it helped to create a deeper bond between myself 

and them, which led to the families trusting me more. This bond of trust was beneficial for my students because 

if the family was struggling with an issue they would come to me and ask for help in getting some information 

regarding a specific area. As their requests came in I would give them any information I had already found but 

often I had to research and locate the resources that would help them the most.  I would give them the 

information and ask them at a later date if the information was helpful. Most of the families were very grateful 

for the information because it improved their current situation.   

 

I set aside time each week to continue to search for more service/resources that would benefit my students and 

families.  I put all of those resources in binders in my classroom for future reference. By the end of the first year 

(2014-2015 Dane County Resource List) I had two binders full of information.  

 

The next year I did the same thing but I was getting better at find information, I needed three additional binders 

to hold the resources I found during the (2015-2016 Dane County Resource List) year. I found it interesting 

that each year different families were asking about some of the same topics 

 

In the middle of 2016, I realized that the binders were not going to continue to work. I had collected so many 

resources and my one binder had grown into multiple binders.  I started a new teaching position which had 

limited storage areas so after a lot of research I decided to create a website for all of my family resources.  This 

proved to be an amazing idea but also a time consuming plan.  My website has given me access to the resources 

at my fingertips and without having to search through multiple large binders.  Some resources include 

applications and eligibility forms which took up a large amount of space in the binders and now they are all on 

my website and easy to print a copy when needed.   

 

I choose to keep my website private (not visible to the public) so I can keep adding more resources because it's 

a constant work in progress.  My website is password protected and I am able to control who has access to it by 

issuing them a password to view it.   

 

Working on my PDP goal has helped me to grow as a teacher. It has given me more confidence as a Head Start 

teacher to know that I can approached families subtly and confidently with resources that either they have asked 

for or that I know can be beneficial for their whole family.  I have become much more observant and notice 

when my students and or families are struggling with an issue and I have learned how to approach families 

when I think they could benefit from a type of service. 

http://ejenrich.com/Evidence/Resources/Resource%20List%202014-2015%209.pdf
http://ejenrich.com/Evidence/Resources/Resource%20List%202015-2016%209.pdf
http://ejenrich.com/Evidence/Resources/Resource%20List%20Sauk%202016-20172.pdf


My professional knowledge of resources has grown, I am now aware of how many resources there are and how 

beneficial they can be for my students and families.   I have seen how giving a family a resource they needed 

can impact my students learning at school in a positive way. Whether it was from a list of food pantries, free 

clothing locations, free medical clinics or information on removing Head Lice from their home, I have seen 

improvements in my students. When the families were struggling with not enough food I  have seen my 

students come to school ready to learn and more alert because they had a good meal the night before and got a 

good night’s sleep because their belly was full. In the case of Head lice I saw a student go from being distracted 

by itching and missing school to being able to attend school, sit still, follow directions and not miss lessons.  

 

 

Analysis of Evidence through the Artifacts 

 

Each year, I was able to add to my resource collection.  I would add either more information to an area I already 

had or I would have a new resource topic with information.   

 

After I gave the families a resource, I would observe my students to see if I saw a change in their learning and I 

would check in with the family and see how the resource has helped them or not.   

 

In 2014-2015, my search for resources was slower and more difficult.  I was still trying to learn were to search 

for the resources. I was surprised when I contacted the social worker Family Outreach Worker how few sources 

and suggestions they had to offer me.  

 

 

The next year, 2015-2016, I was able to find more resources for topics I had from the previous year. I learned 

how to dig more in depth for resources and found many more. I set aside time each week to search the internet 

as well as ask coworkers/teachers, social workers for any additional resources/information regarding topics.  As 

I found resources, I printed them out and filed them by topic in the binders.  I did find it difficult when I would 

find a subcategory and the binders made it difficult to organize the resources efficiently. 

 

In 2016 I brainstormed how I could make my resource storage more efficient and user friendly. After a great 

deal of thought and research I decided to create a website that would serve as my resource storage and started to 

transfer my information from the binders to the website. It sounds easy but it was very labor intensive, although 

I love how it tuned out. 

 

The first step I took was to find a website that would work for this project, after an extensive search and trial 

and error I settled on “educatorpages.com”. The website is made for educators, to create websites for their 

classrooms, etc. There is an annual fee to use the site but I felt it could work for my PDP. I especially liked one 

of the options the site offered, the ability to keep the site private with access only by password permission. 

Since my resource page is a constant work in progress this was ideal.   

 

One of the drawbacks to the “educatorpages.com” site was that the site was very limited on the amount of 

content that could be uploaded and there was no way to have categories with subcategories.  This was a problem 

but after talking to some website experts I found a way around this difficulty, although it added a lot more work 

when adding resources to the website, it was the only solution. 

 

The next step was to purchase my own domain name; I went to Go Daddy.com and purchased ejenrich.com. 

Every year there is an annual cost to keep my domain name. After that I had to get a hosting site so I could 

upload my files to the site and then add them to my website. I choose MetroHost as my hosting site, again there 

is an annual fee but there is no limit to the size or number of files I can upload. 

 

Once I had the website, domain name and hosting site, I started to transfer my resources to my website. Every 

resource had to start as a Word document and be saved as a PDF, then uploaded to the hosting site, and then 



added to the website as a hyperlink. Word documents with numerous forms, applications or additional 

information had to be handled differently, each form or application would need to be saved as a PDF and then 

added to the Word document as a hyperlink and once the whole Word document was finished, it was saved as a 

PDF and then uploaded to the hosting site and then added to the website as a hyperlink. This gave me the ability 

to place resources in one place and have sub categories. For instance – Homeless shelters, has sub categories of 

shelters for women, families, youth, and men, as well as daytime shelters.  

 

Summarize the Results of the Evidence 

 

As I collected resources each year, I was amazed how many resources there are that would benefit my students 

and their families.  As I uncover the services/resources that are available I am amazed and it affirms the reason I 

choose this goal, there are a magnitude of services/resources available but they are very hard to find and nothing 

is in one place. Another disadvantage for families is most of this information is all online and most of my 

families didn't and or don't have access to computers.  I am now creating my own online centralized resource 

guide to help families by compiling all of the binders and resources I have found.  
 

My original idea for this service/resource guide/book was based on the difficult task of finding resources for 

children with disabilities, but it quickly morphed into a project that included low income families and children 

that needed services/resources to create a better live. 

 

Some of the challenges and barriers I faced were that when I was using binders, I could have filled 10 binders 

full of paper resources and that was just for Dane County.  Another challenge was creating the website, I had no 

idea how involved it would be to create my own website and transfer the information from paper to online.  

 

A larger barrier was that for some topics there was not a lot of services/resource available for families.  The 

most time consuming barrier was as I worked on my PDP and searched for services/resources I did discover that 

different search engines had different results. For every topic that I searched, I would have to search in multiple 

search engines, such as Google, Yahoo, Bing, Internet Explorer, and Firefox to find the most information 

available. Also how you search and the words I choose to search by could either help or hinder my search 

results.  

 

I am still very glad I chose this as my PDP goal and I will continue to work on it long after it is a requirement. 

Having resources at my fingertips that can benefit my students and their families is a high priority in my role as 

a teacher. I still have so much to do and so many more topics I want to cover, I hope to continue this for my 

next PDP. 


